
Progression of text types and written outcomes across school                                                          

Across the year, when choosing texts to derive writing outcomes: 

 Mix of film, picture books, short and extended novels 

 Diverse range of authors, settings , dominant characters (e.g. race, gender) 

 Cross curricular links, including PSHE 

 Real-life purposes and audiences where possible 

 Challenging vocabulary 

 www.booksfortopics.com for ideas  

 

Writing to entertain - Narrative 
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 Reception 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Text 
types/ 
genre 

Author study 
Classic literature 
Stories from a different culture  
Modern fiction 
Stories with patterns and repetitive 
phrases 
Stories with familiar settings 
Traditional tales/fairy tales 
Fantasy stories/imaginary worlds  
 
 

Author study 
Classic literature 
Stories from a different culture  
Modern fiction 
Adventure and mystery 
Traditional tales/familiar tales 

Fairy tales 

Fables 

Stories with familiar settings 

Fantasy stories 

Legends 

Author study 
Classic literature 
Stories from a different culture  
Modern fiction 
Myths and legends 
Stories set in imaginary 

worlds/mystery/scary stories 

Play scripts 

Stories which raise 

issues/dilemmas 

Novels with historical settings 

Film narrative 

Author study 
Classic literature 
Stories from a different 
culture  
Modern fiction 
Stories with a historical 
setting 
Stories with flashbacks 
Film narrative 

Myths  

Shakespeare 

Possible 
writing 
outcomes 

Simple character 
profile (oral -> 

Simple 
character profile 

Character 
profile/passport 

Character 
description 

Setting 
description 
Story endings 

As y3 also: 
Setting 
description 

Narrative pivots 
Narrative from perspective 
of an inanimate object 

 

http://www.booksfortopics.com/


scribed -> 
written) 
Retelling of a 
known story 
(oral/scribed/wri
tten) 
Simple 
storybook 

Retelling of a 
known story 
Simple 
storybook  

Short story using 
known structure 
Story openings 
Alternative 
endings 
 

Short story using 
known structure 
Story openings 
Story endings 
Dialogue 
Setting 
description 

Alternative 
endings 
New scene or 
character in a 
story 
Diary writing 

 

with 
personification
Character 
sketches to 
evoke 
sympathy or 
dislike 
Narrative 
writing from 
different 
viewpoints 

Fast-paced action scene 
Pathetic Fallacy to create 
mood 
Flashbacks 

 

Writing to entertain - poetry 
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Text types/ 

genre 

Poems from other cultures 
Poet study 
Classic poetry 
Performance poetry 
Modern poetry 
Nonsense poems  
Poems on a theme 

Poems from other cultures 
Poet study 
Classic poetry 
Performance poetry 
Modern poetry  
Image poems 
Poems on a theme 
 

Poems from other cultures 
Poet study 
Classic poetry 
Performance poetry 
Modern poetry 
Poems on a theme 
Image poems 
Nonsense poems 

Poems from other cultures 
Poet study 
Classic poetry 
Modern poetry 
Performance poetry 
Image poems 
Poems on a theme 

Form/written 

outcome 

Riddles 
Question poems 
Simple pattern or rhyme poems 
Acrostic poems 
Question and answer poems 
Simple raps  
Performing poems with 
actions/repeated lines 
Rhyming words/phrases 

Shape poems 
Calligram words/phrases 
Rhyming couplets/rhyming 
structure 
Kennings 
List poems 
Simple structured grammar 
poems (e.g. word classes, 
preposition poems, commands) 

Narrative poetry 
Structured grammar poems 
(e.g. modal verb) 
Haiku/cinquain 
Anthologies 
Odes and insults 
Limericks 
Free verse based on 
themes/issues 

Narrative poetry 
Monologues/ 
soliloquy 
Free verse based on 
themes/issues 
Structured grammar poems 

(e.g. modal verb) 

Blackout poems 
Ballads 



Group poems Question and answer poems 
Jokes/riddles 
Alliterative poems/tongue 
twisters 

Conversation poems 
Song lyrics 
Raps  
 

 

Writing to inform 
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Text types Signs, labels, captions and lists 
Information texts 
Instructions 
Recount 

Instructions 
Information texts 
Recount 
Explanation 
Letters 

Information texts 
Explanation  
Newspaper report 
Recount 
Letters 

Information texts 
Journalistic writing 
Recount 
Summary 
Letters 

Possible writing 
outcomes/form 

Captions 

Lists 

Notices 

Signs 

Labels 

Fact files/simple 
posters/templates 
Simple instructions 
Postcards 
Simple letters 
 
(oral, scribed, written as a 
group progressing to 
individually written) 
 

Instructions (written) 
Information text (posters, simple 
paragraphed), leaflets 
Glossaries 
Flowcharts 
Informal letter 
Chronological reports from known 
information 
Recounts/diary 
Book reviews 
Technical manuals 
Question and answer articles or 
leaflets 
Science write up 
 

Information texts selecting 
organisational devices (leaflets, 
posters, extended with 
paragraphs, webpages) 
Biography/autobiography 
Newspaper report 
Recounts/diary 
Formal/Informal letter 
Review 
Written response to historical 
events 
Note writing 
Explanation with diagrams 
Encylopedia entries 
Science write up 
 

Journalistic articles 
Comparisons 
Formal letters 
Letter in role 
Non chronological reports  
Summary of passage or 
whole text 
Autobiographies/biographies 
Encyclopedia entries 

 

 



Writing to persuade 
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Text types  Adverts/persuasive letters Adverts/persuasive letters Persuasive 
campaign 

Possible writing 
outcomes 

 Poster 
Radio/TV advert 
Informal letter 

Simple book blurbs 

Persuasive 
leaflets/speeches/articles 

Persuasive letters 
Radio/TV adverts 

Posters (more complex features) 
Book blurbs 

Political pamphlets 
Applications 

Persuasive 
texts/speeches 

Campaign 
Book blurbs 

Political 
pamphlets 

Applications 

 

Writing to discuss 
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Text types   Discussion 
Debate 

Discussion 
Debate 

Possible writing 
outcomes 

  Debate write-up 
Balanced argument in the form 

or a letter, leaflet or article 

Debate write-up 
Balanced argument in the 
form of a letter, leaflet or 

article 
Editorials 

Essays giving opinions 

 


